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No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system, or transmitted in any form or by any means—electronic, 
mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise—without the 
prior written permission of the author, except for brief quotations 

in reviews. 

 

This book is intended for educational and informational purposes 
only. The author makes no guarantees regarding outcomes, results, 
or earnings. Any examples shared are illustrative and should not be 

interpreted as promises of success. Readers are encouraged to 
apply discretion and personal judgment when implementing 

concepts discussed in this book. 

 

First Edition 
Printed in the United States of America 
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             Dedication 

For my family — 
 my wife Raquel, and our children 

 A’Moriah, Giovanni, and Zachariah. 

You’re the reason I build. I love you always.  
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Introduction 

Skill is the bridge between where you are and where 
you’re called to go. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 



                                                                       www.askmookey.com                       

“I want my place back.” 

Those five words changed everything. My landlord called and told 
me we had 60 days to leave the apartment we’d called home.. As 
soon as the call ended, one thought hit me hard: How am I going to 
tell my wife and our two-year-old that we have to leave the only 
home they know? 

When I finally told her,  we found out a few days later that she was 
also prergnant.  

In that moment, the weight doubled. Now we needed a new place to 
live, stability we didn’t have yet, and we had a second child on the 
way. We ended up moving back in with my parents, trying to 
regroup while everything felt uncertain. Then the fear really set in. 

My wife has lived with Type 1 diabetes since she was 13, and her 
pregnancies are considered high risk. The first one had been 
traumatic. This time, I was on call constantly — supporting her, 
watching closely, trying to stay steady. I needed to be present for my 
family, but I also needed a way to provide. That’s when I had a 
serious conversation with God. 

I kept thinking about Solomon (in the bible)— how, when faced 
with a responsibility bigger than himself, he didn’t ask for money or 
relief. He asked for wisdom. Reading that shifted my thinking. 
Money could fix the immediate problem, but without the right 
mindset and skills, it wouldn’t sustain us. So my prayer changed. 

I didn’t ask for money. I asked for wisdom — wisdom that could 
lead to opportunity, stability, and a way forward that didn’t require 
me to abandon my family to chase work. That’s when it clicked. 
Wisdom often shows up as skill. Not hype. Not shortcuts. Pure skill. 

I did an audit of the skills that I already had. WordPress stood out 
because it was practical, flexible, and in demand. It was something I 
could learn, apply, and grow with — even in a season where life felt 
heavy. 
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That decision didn’t fix everything overnight. But it gave me 
direction.  Night after night, I would study and watch youtube 
videos. It wasn’t easy, however,  it led to my first $10,000 project 
within a few months and consistent work that allowed me to 
provide while still being present for my family. 

I share this with you for one reason: learning the right skill, at the 
right time, can change your trajectory. That’s what this manual is 
here to help you do — build skills with wisdom, create opportunity 
with intention, and prepare yourself for what life asks of you next. 

This manual isn’t here to impress you. It’s here to steady you. 

If you’re reading this, chances are you feel capable of more — but 
unsure where to focus. Maybe you’ve taken creative or digital 
courses that felt broad and scattered. Maybe you’ve learned a little 
of everything, but not enough of one thing to feel confident, 
valuable, or in control. Maybe you’ve never even had an experience 
with any of this stuff. 

This manual gives you a framework. Each chapter is designed to 
remove confusion and replace it with clarity. You’ll learn how 
WordPress actually fits together — from the early decisions that 
matter most, to understanding structure, themes, plugins, and how 
different industries use these tools in the real world. You won’t just 
learn what to use, but why certain choices make sense. 

As you move through the chapters, a few things will start to 
happen: 

You’ll stop guessing and start thinking more clearly 

You’ll see how skills connect instead of feeling scattered 

You’ll begin to recognize where your strengths fit 

You’ll gain confidence in navigating technology, not fearing it 
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By the time you reach the end of this manual, you should have more 
than information. You should have direction. You’ll understand 
what kind of WordPress work makes sense for you, what paths are 
realistic, and what your next move should be — whether that’s 
building your own project, helping businesses, stepping into 
freelance work, or going deeper into structured learning. 

Most importantly, you’ll know this: you’re not behind. You’re 
building. 

This manual is a starting point — a foundation. What you choose to 
do with it is up to you. But if you move through it with intention, it 
can help you turn uncertainty into focus, and focus into 
opportunity. 

I’ve worked with WordPress for over 15 years — across different 
industries, projects, and seasons. I’ve learned the ins and outs by 
building, breaking, fixing, and rebuilding, and I’ve made the 
mistakes so you don’t have to. Everything in this manual is shaped 
by real-world experience, not theory. The goal is to give you a 
strong, practical foundation in WordPress so you can move forward 
with clarity and confidence, create opportunities for yourself, and 
work toward the kind of freedom you’re aiming for. 
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Chapter 1 

Before You Build 

Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you 
first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have 

enough money to complete it?” 
— Luke 14:28 
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Before you build anything with WordPress, you need to count the 
cost. 

Not just financially — but mentally and strategically. Many people 
rush into building a website without understanding what’s 
required to finish it well. They install tools, buy themes, test 
plugins, and jump between ideas. The result is wasted time, 
unnecessary expenses, and frustration that could have been 
avoided with better planning. 

WordPress is an open-source framework, which means the core 
software is free and publicly available. A global community of 
developers builds themes, plugins, and features that expand what 
WordPress can do. Some of these tools are free. Others are paid. 

This flexibility is powerful — but it also means decisions matter. 
Free doesn’t always mean bad, and paid doesn’t always mean better. 
The key is knowing when free options are enough and when 
investing in the right tools actually saves you time, money, and 
stress. 

Counting the cost early helps you: 

● Avoid unnecessary purchases 
● Focus on what actually matters 
● Build with intention instead of reacting 
● Finish what you start 

In the 10 years I’ve been building with WordPress, a large portion 
of my work has come from fixing unfinished or broken websites. 
Most of the time, the issue isn’t lack of effort — it’s the wrong tools, 
unnecessary plugins, or decisions made without understanding 
how WordPress works as a system. When the foundation isn’t 
thought through, sites become unstable, hard to manage, and 
expensive to fix later. That’s why counting the cost early — and 
choosing tools wisely — matters more than most beginners realize. 
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In the next sections, we’ll break down where you can responsibly 
use free tools, where paid options make sense, and how to think 
about budgeting for a WordPress website the right way — before 
problems show up.When you count the cost first, you build with 
clarity. And clarity leads to completion. 

Where Free Works — and Where Paid Makes Sense 

WordPress gives you access to thousands of free tools, and many of 
them are solid. The key is knowing what free is good for and where 
paid options actually save you time and problems. 

Where Free Options Usually Work Well 

WordPress core – always free and powerful 

Basic themes – for learning, testing, or simple sites 

Essential plugins – security, caching, SEO + STMP plugins (starter 
versions) 

Practice and learning projects – low risk, high value 

Note: Don’t worry if some of these terms are unfamiliar. We’ll cover 
them throughout this manual, and by the end, you’ll have a much 
clearer understanding of how everything fits together. 

Where Paid Options Often Make Sense 

Premium themes – better structure, support, long-term stability 

Page builders / frameworks – when you need flexibility and speed 

Advanced plugins – e-commerce, memberships, bookings, 
automation 

Support & updates – reliability matters as your site grows 

Paid tools aren’t about spending money — they’re about reducing 
friction and avoiding rebuilds later. 
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The Guiding Principle 

Free tools help you start. 

Paid tools help you scale and stay stable. 

In the next sections, we’ll look at hosting & domains, themes, and 
plugins more closely — so you can make smart decisions without 
overspending or breaking your site. 

Before you build a WordPress website, you need to understand the 
main pieces you’re paying for — and how they work together. Most 
frustration with WordPress doesn’t come from the software itself. It 
comes from not understanding the costs, commitments, and 
decisions that happen before the site is built. 

At a basic level, every WordPress site relies on four things: 

● Hosting 
● A domain 
● A theme 
● Plugins 

Some of these are one-time costs. Some are annual fees. Some are 
monthly subscriptions. If you don’t understand the difference early, 
it’s easy to overspend, double-pay, or commit to tools you don’t 
actually need yet. This section is here to help you count the cost 
wisely — not just in dollars, but in complexity, time, and future 
flexibility. 

Website Hosting 

Hosting is where your website lives. Everything else depends on it. 

Your hosting choice affects: 

● Speed 
● Reliability 
● Security 
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● Email deliver  
● How easy WordPress is to manage 

There are different types of hosting, and the “best” option depends 
on what you’re building — not what’s most expensive. 

Before choosing hosting, ask yourself: 

1. What type of website is this? (blog, business, nonprofit, 
store) 

2. How many people do I realistically expect to visit? 
3. Do I need advanced features right now, or later? 
4. Do I want something simple to manage, or full control? 

For many beginners, basic shared WordPress hosting is more than 
enough to start. More advanced options like VPS or dedicated 
hosting usually make sense later, when traffic, complexity, or 
performance demands increase. We’ll break these options down 
clearly so you don’t guess. 

At some point, you’ll hear me reference B3 Host. B3 Host is a 
company I built and work with — born directly out of my 
WordPress journey. My skills in WordPress and web systems led me 
to create a platform designed to support entrepreneurs and small 
organizations who are just starting out, the same way I once was. 

What makes B3 Host unique is that it’s not just hosting. It’s built 
around unified communication and infrastructures — including 
hosting, domains, email, business phone services and — so growing 
businesses don’t have to piece everything together from multiple 
providers. 

I’ll always be clear when I reference tools or platforms I’m 
connected to. My goal here isn’t to push you — it’s to help you 
understand what good setups look like, so you can make informed 
decisions wherever you land. 
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How Much Does Hosting Cost? 

Hosting is typically a recurring cost, billed monthly or annually. For 
most WordPress beginners, you’ll usually see: 

A. Shared WordPress Hosting: ~$5–$25 per month. Good for 
small sites, learning, and low traffic. 

B. Managed WordPress Hosting:  ~$15–$35 per month. Better 
performance, updates handled for you, less stress. 

C. VPS Hosting: ~$30–$80+ per month. More control and 
power, usually needed later as traffic grows. 

D. Dedicated / Enterprise Hosting: $100+ per month. Not 
necessary for beginners. 

Many providers offer discounted first-year pricing, then increase on 
renewal. Always check: 

● Renewal rates 
● What’s included (emails, backups, SSL, support) 
● Count the Cost (Hosting Edition) 

Before choosing hosting, ask: 

● How big is this site right now? 
● Do I need simplicity or control? 
● Am I okay with a monthly or annual commitment? 
● Can this hosting grow with me later? 
● How is the hosting support? Do they care about my website 

Over the years, I’ve worked with many hosting providers — 
including some of the big-name companies you see advertised 
everywhere. I won’t name names, but I’ve seen the same issues 
come up again and again: websites disappearing without clear 
explanations, slow or unhelpful support, and difficulty  
communicating with support teams when something urgent 
breaks. 
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A large portion of my client work has involved fixing 
hosting-related problems that should never have happened in the 
first place. 

That experience is what led me to build and work with B3 Host. B3 
Host was created to solve the problems I kept seeing — reliable 
WordPress hosting, clear communication, and real support from 
people who actually understand the system. It’s also built to 
support entrepreneurs and small organizations as they grow, 
offering hosting alongside business email and phone services so 
everything works together. 

My goal is to help you recognize what good hosting should look like, 
so you can make an informed choice — wherever you decide to 
host. 

Domains: Choosing Your Digital Address 

Your domain is your website’s address on the internet. It’s how 
people find you. It’s a part of your overall brand. Before design, 
before plugins, before content — your domain is one of the first 
decisions you’ll make, and it’s worth slowing down to get it right. 

What a Domain Actually Is 

A domain is simply a name that points to your website, like 
yourname.com or  yourbusiness.com. Behind the scenes, it 
connects visitors to your hosting. But from a user’s perspective, it’s 
your identity online. 

Domains are typically: 

● Paid annually 
● Relatively inexpensive 
● Easy to change early, but painful to change later 

That’s why choosing wisely upfront matters. 

 

17 



                                                                       www.askmookey.com                       

How Much Do Domains Cost? 

Most standard domains cost: 

$12–$25 per year (.com, .ca) 

Specialty domains (.studio, .design, etc.) may cost more annually 

Be aware: 

● Some providers offer cheap first-year pricing, then raise 
renewal fees 

● Domains are a recurring cost — not a one-time purchase 

Tip: Always check the renewal price, not just the signup price. 

How to Choose a Good Domain 

● When picking a domain, keep it: 
● Short – easier to remember 
● Clear – easy to spell and say 
● Flexible – don’t lock yourself into one narrow idea 
● Professional – avoid slang, numbers, and hyphens 

If you’re unsure, your name or brand name is often the safest 
choice. 

Things to avoid when registering your domain name: 

● Choosing clever names that confuse people 
● Letting someone else own your domain for you 
● Misspelling. Ensure you the domain correctly when 

purchasing, this wills save you a lot of time and confusion. 
Trust me when I tell you this! 

Your domain works with: 

● Hosting (where the site lives) 
● Email (professional addresses) 
● Branding (trust and credibility) 
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A good domain doesn’t make a site successful — but a bad one can 
hold it back. 

Before buying, ask yourself: 

1. Will this name still make sense in 2–3 years? 
2. Can I grow beyond my initial idea with this name? 
3. Am I comfortable renewing this every year? 

A domain is a small cost, but it’s a long-term commitment. 

What Comes Next? 

Once you understand domains and hosting, the next step is 
deciding how your site looks and functions — which brings us to 
themes and plugins. 

We’ll break those down next, so you know where free options work 
and where paid tools actually save you time. 

Choosing a Theme (Structure Before Style) 

Now let’s talk about the visual side of WordPress — the theme. This 
is where things can start to feel complex if you don’t understand 
what’s really happening. Earlier, I mentioned that WordPress is 
open source. What that means is WordPress is built and maintained 
by a global community of developers. Think of it like a city where 
many builders are allowed to design houses, as long as they follow 
the same building codes. The foundation stays the same, but what 
gets built on top of it can look very different. 

Because of this open system, there are thousands of companies, 
freelancers, and entrepreneurs creating themes for WordPress. 
Some are free. Some are paid. And they all approach design and 
configuration differently. 
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Theme vs Template (Important Distinction) 

The terms theme and template are often used interchangeably, but 
they don’t mean the same thing. 

A theme is the brand or framework. A template is a specific layout 
or design within that theme. Think of it like buying a 
Mercedes-Benz. Mercedes is the brand (theme). A G-Wagon or an 
S-Class is the model (template). 

Same company. Different build. Understanding this will save you 
confusion later. 

● Why Themes Can Feel Overwhelming 
● Each theme has its own: 
● Settings 
● Options panels 
● Layout controls 
● Customization locations 

This is one of the reasons WordPress can feel hard to learn. You’re 
not just learning WordPress — you’re learning where each theme 
puts its controls. 

Even experienced developers can struggle when switching between 
many different themes. I’ve worked on countless projects using 
different themes, and there are still moments where finding a 
specific setting takes time. It’s like getting into a Ferrari after 
driving a Honda your whole life. You may not even know where the 
window controls are at first. But if you’ve driven Ferraris before, 
you’ll have a general sense of where things should be — even if the 
model is different. 

Tip: Master One Theme First 

This is why I strongly recommend mastering one theme brand 
when you’re starting out. Jumping between multiple themes early 
on slows you down and increases frustration. Efficiency comes 
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from familiarity. Over time, you’ll get better at adapting — but early 
on, depth beats variety. Get really good at one setup. Learn where 
everything lives. Build confidence before branching out. 

Theme Builders (What They Actually Are) 

This brings us to theme builders, which are often misunderstood. 

Remember: WordPress is the framework — the skeleton of the 
house. The theme is the structure and style. The theme builder is 
the tool that helps you construct everything without writing code. 

                    

Theme builders allow you to: 

● Drag and drop content 
● Design pages visually 
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● Build layouts without knowing code (HTML, CSS, or PHP) 
● Work faster and more consistently 

Most theme builders come with: 

1. Their own themes 
2. Pre-built templates 
3. Shared configuration systems 

This means once you learn one builder, everything becomes more 
predictable. 

There are also third-party developers who create templates 
specifically for these builders, which adds long-term support and 
flexibility. 

Theme Builders I Recommend 

There are many theme builders available for WordPress, but two 
stand out for beginners and professionals alike:Elementor and Divi. 

These are not the only options, but they are the ones I recommend 
based on years of real-world use, stability, and long-term support. 

Elementor 

Elementor is a theme builder and page builder that works as a 
plugin. They have a free option and a pro paid version.  

That’s important to understand. Instead of being locked into one 
theme, Elementor installs as a plugin and works with many 
WordPress themes. This gives you more flexibility as your site 
grows or changes. 

Elementor allows you to: 

● Design pages visually 
● Drag and drop content 
● Control layout, spacing, and structure 
● Build without touching code 
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The free version is more than enough to create professional grade 
websites with. When you pay for an Elementor subscription, you 
gain access to: 

● Their core templates 
● Advanced widgets 
● Ongoing updates and support 

Those templates are a big reason I recommend it. They give you a 
professional starting point without having to design everything 
from scratch.  

Tip: Start simple. The free version of Elementor, paired with the 
right supporting plugins, can meet many website needs without 
added cost. Learn what each plugin does before upgrading — most 
problems aren’t solved by more tools, but by better understanding 
the ones you already have. 

Divi 

Divi is a theme and builder combined into one system. 

It includes: 

● A visual builder 
● A set of built-in themes and layouts 
● A consistent configuration system 

Divi works well if you prefer an all-in-one approach and want 
everything under one ecosystem. However there's no free option.  

Like Elementor, Divi’s paid subscription gives you access to: 

● A large library of templates 
● Regular updates 
● Support 

Once you learn Divi’s system, building sites becomes predictable 
and efficient. 
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How Much  Do  Theme  Builders Cost? 

Theme builders typically cost $80 - $200+  USD per year. 

Before choosing one, ask: 

● Do I want flexibility (Elementor)? 
● Or a single ecosystem (Divi)? 
● Which templates help me move faster right now? 

Elementor also has a free version that offers many advantages for 
building a professional website. You don’t always need to start with 
the paid version, especially if you’re working with a tight budget. 
Divi, on the other hand, does not offer a free version and requires a 
paid subscription from the start.

 

This is also where guided learning makes a difference. In our 
WordPress course, we walk you through how to use these page 
builders properly — not just how to click buttons, but how to think 
through layouts, structure, and real-world use so you’re not 
guessing or piecing things together on your own 
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What Comes Next 

Since Elementor installs as a plugin, this is the perfect time to talk 
about plugins — what they are, how they work, and how to avoid 
overloading your site. 

Plugins 

Plugins extend what WordPress can do. Think of WordPress as the 
base system. 

Plugins are add-ons that introduce new features — forms, security, 
performance improvements, e-commerce, and more. Because 
WordPress is open source, there are thousands of plugins available. 
That flexibility is powerful, but it’s also where many sites run into 
trouble. 

The goal isn’t to install many plugins.The goal is to install the right 
ones. 

Types of Plugins You’ll Commonly Need 

Most WordPress websites rely on a small set of core plugin 
categories. 
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Security 

Helps protect your site from attacks, spam, and unauthorized 
access. 

Performance & Caching 

Improves page speed and overall site performance. 

SEO 

Helps search engines understand your site structure and content. 

Forms & Contact 

Allows visitors to contact you, submit information, or make 
inquiries. 

Backups 

Creates copies of your site so you can recover if something breaks. 

Email Delivery (SMTP) 

Ensures important emails are actually delivered. 

Functionality Add-Ons 

Adds specific features like galleries, sliders, or custom elements. 

You don’t need all of these immediately — but most sites eventually 
rely on some combination of them. 

Many beginners install too many plugins, overlap functionality, use 
unmaintained tools, or add plugins “just in case,” not realizing that 
more plugins don’t mean more power — they often mean more 
risk, added complexity, and harder maintenance. 

How Much Do Plugins Cost? 

Plugins often fall into three categories: 
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Free 

● Freemium (free + paid upgrade) 
● Subscription-based 

Paid plugins commonly cost: 

● $5 –$100 per year, depending on features 

Before installing, ask: 

● Does this solve a real problem? 
● Is it actively maintained? 
● Will this still make sense a year from now? 

Why Guidance Matters Here 

Plugins are one of the fastest ways to break a site if they’re 
misunderstood or misused. Knowing what to install is only part of 
the equation — knowing how and when to use them is just as 
important. 

Overview  

This is where structured guidance helps. In our WordPress course, 
we walk through how to choose, install, and configure these core 
plugin types properly, so your site stays clean, stable, and easy to 
manage. 

This chapter was about slowing down before you build. You learned 
that WordPress is an open-source framework — flexible, powerful, 
and shaped by a global community. That flexibility creates 
opportunity, but it also requires wisdom. Counting the cost early 
helps you avoid wasted time, unnecessary spending, and rebuilding 
later. 
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We covered the foundational decisions that shape everything that 
follows: 

● Understanding hosting types and realistic costs 
● Choosing a domain you can grow with 
● Selecting a theme based on structure, not just style 
● Using theme builders intentionally 
● Adding plugins for function, not excess 

You also learned that complexity in WordPress doesn’t usually 
come from the platform itself — it comes from misunderstanding 
how the pieces work together. The goal isn’t to build fast. The goal 
is to build well. 

This principle extends beyond websites. In life, every move you 
make carries weight. The decisions you make today shape the 
future in front of you — your family, your children, and the 
opportunities you’ll step into. When you count the cost of your 
choices, you stop reacting and start building with purpose. 

That’s why I’m here — to help guide you toward the God-given 
abilities placed inside of you. Not just to build websites, but to build 
skills, discipline, and wisdom that carry into every area of your life. 
Don’t just build your site. Count the cost of each decision you make. 

In the next chapter, we’ll move beyond setup and talk about how 
WordPress is used in the real world — the roles, opportunities, and 
paths this skill can open when applied with clarity and consistency. 
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Chapter 2 

WordPress in the Real World 
What WordPress looks like in real use. 
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What’s your real goal for learning WordPress? 

Are you planning to build websites for businesses and get paid for 
it? 

Are you building your own website to support a brand, service, or 
idea you care about? 

Your goal determines your pathway. It affects the tools you’ll need, 
the resources you’ll invest in, and how you should apply WordPress 
moving forward. 

But let’s go deeper than just “building websites.” 

Where do you actually want to be in life, and how can this skill help 
you get there? 

Let me give you an example. One of my goals has always been 
bigger than business. Years ago, I started a youth initiative called 
Shoot With Cameras Not Guns, focused on helping underserved 
youth (ages 14–24) find direction and mentorship through media. 
WordPress played a key role in that vision — helping us launch 
platforms, communicate clearly, and keep the mission alive online. 
It didn’t just support the vision. It empowered the operation. 

Right now, we’re building the web-learning side of that nonprofit. A 
portion of the proceeds from our guided learning courses will go 
toward helping disenfranchised youth gain real-world skills and 
pathways into the workforce. 

That’s why this matters to me. WordPress isn’t just a tool — it’s 
leverage. 

Now I want you to think about your goal the same way. 

Do you want more control over your time for your family? 

Do you want skills that create real opportunities and income? 
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Do you want to switch careers and finally feel confident in one clear 
lane? 

Do you want to build platforms that actually help people? 

Whatever your reason is, it matters — because it’s going to fuel you 
on the days you don’t feel like showing up. The opportunities are 
real. The key is learning how to see them — and how to move 
toward the right one for you. Let’s get into it. 

WordPress isn’t a niche tool — it’s one of the most widely used 
platforms on the internet. Today, WordPress powers over 40% of all 
websites worldwide, including blogs, businesses, nonprofits, media 
companies, and large organizations. Well-known brands like Sony 
Music, BBC America, TechCrunch, The New York Times blogs, and 
Rolling Stone rely on WordPress to publish content and manage 
their online presence. WordPress isn’t popular because it’s trendy 
— it’s popular because it’s flexible, reliable, and proven at scale. 
The real question is which path you’ll take to apply WordPress in 
your own journey. 

Freelance & Project-Based Work 

Many people start here. 

You build websites for small businesses, organizations, or 
individuals on a project basis. This path offers flexibility and fast 
learning. 

Good fit if you: 

Want flexible income 

Prefer short-term commitments 

Are building confidence and experience 

This is where many people begin because it allows you to apply 
WordPress skills quickly and build momentum. Freelance and 
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project-based work gives you the freedom to choose your clients, 
set your pace, and learn by doing. Each project teaches you 
something new — from communicating with clients to solving real 
problems and delivering usable results. 

The biggest benefit of this path is speed. You don’t need to wait for 
permission, job postings, or perfect conditions. With the right 
foundation, you can start taking on small projects, building 
confidence, and learning how WordPress is used in real business 
environments. Over time, these projects stack into experience, 
clarity, and credibility. 

This path also helps you understand the business side of 
WordPress — how to scope work, manage expectations, and turn 
skills into value. That’s something tutorials rarely teach, but it’s 
critical if you want to grow beyond guessing and start working with 
intention. This is a great place to start to experience and create 
your own work flow. 

In our WP Hustle course, we teach tested workflows that help you 
streamline the entire process from start to finish. 

Ongoing Support & Retainers 

Instead of one-time builds, some people manage sites long-term. 

This can include: 

● Updates and maintenance 
● Content changes 
● Basic SEO 
● Performance and security checks 

This path creates consistency and predictable income. 

Ongoing Support & Retainers 

Once you’ve built a few websites, many people move into ongoing 
support and retainer work. Instead of one-time projects, you 
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maintain and improve websites over time — handling updates, 
small changes, performance checks, and basic SEO. 

The biggest benefit here is stability. Retainers create predictable 
income and long-term relationships. You’re no longer starting from 
zero with every project — you’re building trust, consistency, and 
momentum. This path also sharpens your systems thinking, 
because you learn how websites behave over time, not just on 
launch day. 

This is where understanding WordPress deeply really pays off. 
Clients rely on you to keep things running smoothly, which means 
knowing how to troubleshoot, update safely, and make smart 
decisions without breaking the site. Guided learning helps you 
develop that confidence faster, so you’re not learning under 
pressure when something goes wrong. 

Agency or In-House Roles 

Companies and agencies need people who understand WordPress 
internally. 

This work focuses on: 

● Maintaining sites 
● Updating content 
● Supporting marketing teams 

Managing systems 

Good fit if you prefer structure and teamwork. Many agencies and 
companies rely on WordPress behind the scenes. In these roles, 
you’re not chasing clients ,you’re supporting teams. You might 
manage websites, update content, work alongside designers and 
marketers, or maintain systems that support the business. 

This path is ideal if you prefer structure, collaboration, and 
consistency. It allows you to deepen your technical understanding 
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while working within an established environment. Over time, you 
become someone others depend on for clarity and problem-solving. 

Strong fundamentals matter here. Agencies and companies value 
people who understand systems, not just surface-level tools. 
Learning WordPress properly ,how themes, plugins, hosting, and 
workflows connect — makes you far more effective and confident 
in these roles. 

Building Your Own Platforms 

Some people use WordPress to build: 

● Personal brands 
● Blogs or portfolios 
● E-commerce stores 
● Educational platforms 
● Nonprofit initiatives 

This path takes longer but can compound over time 

Some people use WordPress to build something of their own — a 
personal brand, an online business, a blog, a learning platform, or a 
nonprofit initiative. This path takes patience, but it can compound 
in powerful ways over time. 

The benefit here is ownership. You’re not just building for others — 
you’re building assets that grow with you. WordPress gives you the 
flexibility to experiment, pivot, and expand without being locked 
into one system. 

Choosing the right WordPress path isn’t about picking what sounds 
impressive — it’s about aligning the skill with your life, your 
responsibilities, and your long-term vision. Freelance work, 
retainers, agency roles, or building your own platform all require 
the same foundation, but they demand different levels of time, risk, 
and focus. When you’re clear on why you’re learning WordPress, 
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the path becomes easier to choose — and easier to stay committed 
to when things get uncomfortable. 

What WordPress really gives you isn’t just the ability to build 
websites. It trains you to think in systems, solve problems 
methodically, communicate clearly with non-technical people, and 
adapt when things change. These are not surface-level skills. 
They’re the kind of skills that carry into business, leadership, 
operations, and creative work. Over time, they build confidence — 
not just with technology, but with decision-making. 

This is why WordPress doesn’t promise income. It offers 
opportunity. 

Opportunity only turns into results when it’s paired with clarity, 
consistency, and execution. When you understand the system, apply 
it intentionally, and keep showing up, skills turn into options. And 
options create leverage — the ability to choose better work, better 
conditions, and better outcomes for yourself and the people you’re 
responsible for. 

This chapter wasn’t meant to sell you a dream. It was meant to give 
you sight. 

If you can see where this skill fits into your life, you can move 
forward without guessing. WordPress becomes less about “learning 
tech” and more about building capacity — for work, for service, and 
for the future you’re aiming toward. 

That’s the real opportunity. 

6 WordPress Hustle’s  That Make Bank 

Most people think WordPress work only means building websites 
for clients. In reality, the ecosystem is much bigger. WordPress 
powers an entire economy of creators, developers, and specialists 
— many of whom never touch traditional client work. 

Here are some real, often overlooked paths. 
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Theme Development 

Some people focus exclusively on building WordPress themes. 

This can look like: 

● Creating and selling your own themes 
● Working for companies that build and maintain themes 
● Designing niche themes for specific industries 

This path blends design, structure, and user experience. It’s ideal if 
you enjoy building systems that others can reuse, rather than 
starting from scratch every time. 

Plugin Development 

Plugins solve problems — and problems always have demand. 

This path includes: 

● Creating your own plugins 
● Working for companies that maintain popular plugins 
● Building internal tools for organizations 

Even small, focused plugins can be valuable if they solve a specific 
need. This path leans more technical, but it’s one of the strongest 
examples of WordPress as a scalable ecosystem. 

Freelance Marketplaces 

Many people get their first exposure to paid WordPress work 
through marketplaces. 

Common platforms include: 

● Fiverr 
● Upwork 
● ThemeForest 
● CodeCanyon 
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These platforms aren’t perfect, but they’re real. They can help you: 

1. Practice working with real requirements 
2. Learn how to scope work 
3. Understand pricing and expectations 
4. Build confidence delivering results 

They’re stepping stones — not destinations. 

Website Maintenance & Fixes 

Some WordPress professionals specialize in fixing, updating, and 
stabilizing existing sites. 

This includes: 

1. Performance improvements 
2. Security cleanup 
3. Theme and plugin conflicts 
4. Site migrations and recoveries 

Ironically, this work often comes from mistakes others made — 
which means experience and clarity are highly valued here 

Content & Editorial Support 

Large WordPress sites often need people who understand: 

● The WordPress editor 
● Content workflows 
● Publishing systems 
● Media management 

This path works well if you enjoy structure, organization, and 
supporting teams rather than building everything yourself. 

WordPress Operations & Systems 

Some roles focus less on design and more on keeping systems 
running smoothly. 
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This includes: 

1. Managing multisite setups 
2. Handling user roles and permissions 
3. Maintaining documentation 
4. Supporting internal teams 

These roles exist quietly — but they’re critical. 

Why This Matters 

The WordPress world is bigger than most people realize. 

You don’t have to fit one mold. You don’t have to do everything. 
When you understand the framework, you can find opportunities 
that match your strengths, personality, and season of life. 
Sometimes the opportunity isn’t obvious — until you know what to 
look for. 

One of the biggest reasons people get stuck is thinking they need to 
pick the perfect WordPress path right away. 

Most people don’t stay on their first path — they grow through it. 

It’s common to start with freelance or project-based work, move 
into ongoing support or retainers, and later transition into agency 
roles, internal positions, or building your own platforms. The skill 
transfers. The confidence compounds. 

Your first path is about learning and momentum, not identity. 

WordPress rewards clarity and consistency more than perfection. 
When you understand the framework and apply it in one clear 
direction, doors open that weren’t visible before. 

Choose a path that fits your current season: 

● The time you actually have 
● The responsibilities you’re carrying 
● The level of risk you can handle right now 
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You can always adjust later. What matters most is starting with 
intention and staying committed long enough to build real 
competence. 

This is how skills turn into leverage — one focused step at a time 

Overview 

This chapter was about helping you see clearly. WordPress isn’t 
limited to one outcome, one job title, or one path. It’s a flexible skill 
that adapts to your goals, your season of life, and the direction you 
choose to move in. When you understand the real-world 
applications, the fog lifts and momentum becomes possible. 

You don’t need to have everything figured out right now. You just 
need clarity on your next step. Whether you choose freelance work, 
ongoing support, an internal role, or building something of your 
own, the foundation is the same: understanding the system and 
applying it with intention. 

Remember — your first choice isn’t permanent. Growth happens 
through action, not waiting. Skills compound when you commit to 
learning them well and using them consistently. 

In the next chapter, we’ll move from possibility to execution — 
breaking down how people actually position themselves, build 
confidence, and start moving forward with WordPress in practical, 
real-world ways. 
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Chapter 3 

WP Hustle Setup Checklist 

“Prepare your work outside; get everything ready for 
yourself in the field.” 

— Proverbs 24:27 
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This chapter is about action. Before you build pages, design layouts, 
or learn advanced tools, you need a solid starting point. Below is a 
starter checklist that takes you from idea to a working WordPress 
installation — followed by explanations so you understand why 
each step matters.Use this as a reference. Come back to it whenever 
you start a new project. 

The WordPress Starter Checklist 

1. Define the purpose of your project 

2. Choose and purchase hosting 

3. Register your domain 

4. Connect domain to hosting 

5. Install WordPress 

6. Complete basic WordPress settings 

7. Choose and install a theme or builder 

8. Install essential plugin types 

9. Confirm everything works 

10. Secure the site. 

Step 1: Define the Project 

Before spending money, be clear on what this site is for. 

Is this: 

1. A learning project? 
2. A real business website? 
3. A portfolio or personal brand? 
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Your answer determines how much you need to invest upfront. 
Most beginners don’t need advanced hosting or expensive tools. 
Clarity here prevents overspending and confusion later. 

Step 2: Choose and Purchase Hosting 

Hosting is where your website lives. Everything else depends on it. 

For most beginners, shared or managed WordPress hosting is more 
than enough to start. What matters most is reliability, ease of use, 
and support. 

This is where I’ll mention B3 Host transparently. 

B3 Host is a company I built and work with full time, designed 
specifically to support entrepreneurs who are starting out. It’s not 
mandatory — WordPress works anywhere — but it offers a few 
advantages that make learning easier. 

B3 Host includes SitePad, which is a starter version of WordPress 
that comes with 800+ pre-made templates. This allows beginners 
to practice structure, layout, and content without feeling 
overwhelmed on day one. 

For students who join our WP Hustle course, we also provide 
discounted B3 Host hosting, so you can practice in a real 
environment without high upfront costs. 

The goal isn’t to lock you in — it’s to remove friction while you’re 
learning. 

Step 3: Register Your Domain 

Your domain is your website’s address. You can register your 
domain through many providers, but keeping hosting and domains 
in one place often simplifies setup. B3 Host allows you to purchase 
domains alongside hosting, which reduces configuration steps and 
potential errors. 
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When choosing a domain: 

● Keep it simple 
● Make it easy to spell 
● Choose something flexible enough to grow 

Domains are typically billed annually, so check renewal pricing 
before buying. 

Step 4: Connect Domain to Hosting 

Once hosting and domain are purchased, they need to be 
connected. 

This involves pointing your domain to your hosting provider. Some 
companies handle this automatically if both services are in one 
place. Others require a manual setup. 

Once connected, it may take a few hours for everything to fully 
update. 

This step connects the address to the house. 

Step 5: Install WordPress 

Most hosting providers offer a one-click WordPress install. 

When installing: 

● Use the latest version 
● Set a strong admin password 
● Save your login details securely 

Once installed, you’ll have access to the WordPress dashboard — 
this is where everything happens. 

Step 6: Basic WordPress Setup 

Before designing anything: 

● Set your site title and tagline 
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● Choose the correct timezone 
● Update permalink settings 
● Remove default posts and pages 

These small steps create a clean starting environment and prevent 
issues later. 

 

Step 7: Choose and Install a Theme or Builder 

Pick one theme or builder and stick with it. 

At this stage: 

● Focus on structure, not visuals 
● Avoid testing multiple themes 
● Choose something stable and supported 
● Consistency matters more than perfection early on. 

Step 8: Install Essential Plugin Types 

You don’t need many plugins to start. 

Focus on categories, not quantity: 

1. Security 
2. Backups 
3. Performance 
4. Email delivery (SMTP) 
5. SEO 

Each plugin adds complexity. Install only what you need right now. 

Step 9: Confirm Everything Works 

Before moving forward: 

 

● Site loads correctly 
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● You can log in 
● Emails send properly 
● No visible errors 

This confirms your foundation is solid. 

Step 10: Secure the Site 

Security isn’t optional — even for small or practice sites. 

WordPress is widely used, which means it’s also a common target 
for automated attacks. Most security issues don’t happen because 
someone is targeting you specifically, but because unsecured sites 
are easy to exploit. 

At this stage, securing your site doesn’t mean doing anything 
advanced. It means covering the basics so you’re not exposed 
unnecessarily. 

That includes: 

● Using strong admin passwords 
● Keeping WordPress, themes, and plugins updated 
● Installing a basic security plugin 
● Enabling backups before making changes 

Security is part of counting the cost. Fixing a compromised site 
takes far more time and energy than securing it properly from the 
start.Once your site is secure, stable, and backed up, you can move 
forward confidently knowing your foundation is protected. 
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Chapter 4 

Common Mistakes to Avoid 

Mistakes that cost time, money, and momentum. 
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The quickest way to failure is ignoring the lessons already paid for. 
In this chapter, I’ll break down mistakes I’ve personally made and 
how knowing them ahead of time can help you move forward with 
clarity. 

10 Top Mistakes for Beginners  

1. Not Having a Good Hosting Provider 

2. Not Taking a Quick Crash Course on cPanel 

3. Installing Too Many Plugins Too Early 

4. Choosing Themes Based on Looks Only 

5. Not Learning a Page Builder (Elementor or Divi) 

6. Ignoring Updates & Backups 

7. Not Securing the Site From Day One 

8.  Trying to Learn Everything at Once 

9. Building Without a Goal 

10. Not Understanding UX and UI 

11. Not Understand the  Design Essentials 

1. Not Having a Good Hosting Provider 

One of the most important early decisions you’ll make is choosing a 
reliable hosting provider. Your hosting affects your site’s speed, 
stability, and overall experience while learning WordPress. I 
personally built and used B3 Host because I wanted a platform that 
supports beginners and growing businesses with clear support, 
simple tools, and fewer headaches. That said, B3 Host isn’t the only 
good option out there — the key is choosing a hosting provider 
that’s reliable, well-supported, and fits your current needs. A solid 
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host makes learning WordPress smoother and helps you avoid 
unnecessary issues down the road. 

2. Not Taking a Quick Crash Course on cPanel 

Understanding cPanel will give you clarity on what’s happening 
behind the scenes of your website. It helps you understand how 
WordPress is installed, how your site is maintained, how SSL is 
applied to your domain, and how business emails are set up. You 
don’t need to master cPanel, but knowing your way around it will 
make you far more confident and self-sufficient. A guided crash 
course on cPanel is included inside the WP Hustle course, so you’re 
not left guessing when it matters most. 

3. Installing Too Many Plugins Too Early 

Many beginners install plugins for every possible feature right away 
— sliders, popups, animations, backups, SEO, security, forms — all 
at once. The problem is that every plugin adds code, complexity, 
and potential conflict. Early on, this makes it harder to understand 
what’s actually happening when something breaks. A lean setup 
helps you learn faster, troubleshoot easier, and build confidence in 
how WordPress works as a system. 

4. Choosing Themes Based on Looks Only 

Theme demos are designed to sell, not to represent real usage. 
Beginners often expect their site to look exactly like the demo 
without realizing those demos include custom settings, premium 
plugins, and pre-built content. When structure matters more than 
style, choosing a theme based on flexibility, support, and long-term 
usability will save you from rebuilding later. 

5. Not Learning a Page Builder (Elementor or Divi) 

Learning a page builder like Elementor or Divi will dramatically 
speed up your workflow and remove a lot of early frustration. 
These builders allow you to design and structure pages visually 
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without needing to write code, while still working within 
WordPress properly. You don’t need to learn every builder — just 
pick one and learn it well. Inside the WP Hustle course, we walk 
you through how to use these builders intentionally, so you’re not 
just dragging elements around, but actually building clean, 
functional websites with purpose. 

6. Ignoring Updates & Backups 

Skipping updates or backups feels harmless — until it isn’t. Updates 
often include security patches and compatibility fixes. Without 
backups, one wrong click, failed update, or plugin conflict can erase 
hours of work. Backups aren’t about fear; they’re about 
responsibility. A secure foundation allows you to experiment 
without panic. 

7. Not Securing the Site From Day One 

Many people assume small or practice sites don’t need security. In 
reality, most attacks are automated, not personal. Weak passwords, 
default usernames, and outdated plugins are easy targets. Basic 
security measures early on prevent issues that can derail learning 
and kill momentum. 

8.  Trying to Learn Everything at Once 

Theme hopping, plugin hopping, and endless tutorials slow 
progress. WordPress feels overwhelming when you chase 
everything instead of mastering one setup. Depth comes from 
repetition. Confidence grows when you do the same process 
multiple times and understand why things work the way they do. 

9. Building Without a Goal 

Sites stall when there’s no clear outcome. Without a goal, decisions 
feel random, pages pile up, and nothing feels finished. Even a 
simple goal — learning, launching, or testing — gives structure. 
Finished projects teach more than perfect ones. 
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10. Not Understanding UX and UI 

Learning basic UX (User Experience) and UI (User Interface) 
principles helps you build websites that make sense to real people. 
It’s not about making things flashy — it’s about clarity, flow, and 
ease of use. When users can find what they need quickly, your site 
works better. In the WP Hustle course, we cover practical UX and UI 
concepts so you’re designing with intention, not guesswork. 

11. Not Understand the Design Essentials 

Good design isn’t about being artistic — it’s about structure and 
clarity. Understanding basic design essentials like spacing, 
alignment, margins, and padding helps your websites feel balanced 
and professional. These small details make a big difference in how 
users experience a site. Inside the WP Hustle course, we break 
down these design fundamentals with real examples, so you’re not 
guessing — you’re building with intention. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

51 



                                                                       www.askmookey.com                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
52 



                                                                       www.askmookey.com                       

 

 

 

Chapter 5 

Do’s and Don’ts 

Habits that help — mistakes that hurt. 
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Do’s and Don’ts 

Do 

● Keep your setup lean 
● Choose structure over visuals early 
● Secure and back up from day one 
● Learn one theme or builder well 
● Build with a clear purpose 

Don’t 

● Install plugins “just in case” 
● Believe every theme demo 
● Skip updates or backups 
● Assume small sites don’t need security 
● Jump between tools constantly 

Why This Chapter Matters 

Every mistake listed here is common — and avoidable. 

Avoiding them doesn’t make you advanced. It makes you efficient. 

I won’t lie to you — when I first started with WordPress, I was slow. 
Not because I wasn’t capable, but because I kept running into these 
exact mistakes. I used the wrong tools, made things harder than 
they needed to be, and spent time fixing problems I didn’t yet 
understand. 

After getting real advice and putting in the hours — watching 
tutorials, testing, breaking things, and learning the nuances of how 
WordPress actually works — everything changed. The system 
started to make sense. I wasn’t guessing anymore. 

Over time, I became confident enough to troubleshoot and fix other 
people’s WordPress websites. Eventually, that understanding grew 
into building full systems for private schools, medical 
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organizations, and other industries that needed reliable, 
well-structured platforms. 

So what does this mean for you? 

Congratulations — if you’re able to grasp and apply the lessons in 
this chapter, you can move forward without stumbling over the 
same roadblocks that slow most beginners down. You’ll recognize 
problems faster, make better decisions earlier, and build with 
confidence instead of hesitation. 

You’re not trying to learn WordPress the hard way. 

You’re learning it the wise way — and that puts you ahead sooner 
than you think. 
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Chapter 6 

The Mental Side of Building 

High-Friction Areas and How to Push Forward.  
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If you’re starting this at the beginning of a new year, in the middle 
of a career shift, or while feeling stuck, I want you to know 
something upfront: this season will stretch you — and that’s a good 
thing. 

Learning WordPress isn’t just about learning software. It’s about 
learning how to think, how to problem-solve, and how to stay 
steady when things don’t work the first time. It will get hectic at 
moments. You’ll feel challenged. But that tension is part of growth. 

You’re not just learning a tool. You’re learning how to work through 
problems — and that skill transfers far beyond WordPress. 

Trial and Error (The Productive Kind) 

Trial and error is unavoidable when learning WordPress. The goal 
is not to eliminate it — the goal is to use it wisely. 

A healthy process looks like this: 

● Learn what the most commonly used tool is for a task 
● Check the pricing 
● See if there’s a well-supported free option 
● Understand the limitations of the free version 
● Make a decision based on your current needs 

Once you choose, commit to it. Don’t keep switching tools every 
time you see something new. Stability accelerates learning. 

After that: 

● Test one change at a time 
● Observe what happens 
● Learn why it worked or didn’t 

Adjust intentionally 

This kind of trial and error builds understanding instead of 
frustration. 
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Research Without Drowning 

Information is everywhere — clarity is not. 

Some people like learning by searching YouTube and piecing things 
together. That can work if you enjoy discovery and don’t mind 
slower progress. The downside is that random learning often leads 
to scattered understanding and repeated mistakes. 

Others prefer learning from a dedicated instructor who provides 
structure, sequence, and context. Guided learning helps you 
understand what to focus on now instead of everything at once. 

At AskMookey, we teach WordPress as a system — not a collection 
of tricks. For those who want fewer distractions and faster clarity, 
our mentor packages include domain and hosting, so you can focus 
on learning instead of wrestling with setup decisions. 

Both paths can work. The key is choosing one intentionally. 

Learning Alone vs Learning With Guidan 

 

Guidance doesn’t remove the work — it removes wasted effort. You 
don’t need support forever, but having it early can make the journey 
far smoother. 
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What to Expect (Set This Expectation Now) 

This is not a get-rich-quick scheme. 

WordPress is a skill. Skills take time to learn, practice, and 
internalize. You’ll need to repeat processes until they become 
second nature — until you can do them confidently, even under 
pressure. 

When you understand the process, the results follow. 

This is how you move from uncertainty to stability, from where you 
are now into a better position over time. 

Final Word of Encouragement 

“Do you see someone skilled in their work? 

They will serve before kings; 

they will not serve before officials of low rank.” 

— Proverbs 22:29 

Tip: Skill opens doors. Wisdom keeps them open. Diligence moves 
you forward. Stay consistent. Stay patient. You’re building 
something that lasts. 

Most people don’t quit WordPress because it’s impossible. 

They quit because they hit the same friction points over and over 
and start thinking, “Maybe this isn’t for me.” 

This chapter exists so that doesn’t happen to you. 

What you’re about to read isn’t meant to scare you — it’s meant to 
prepare you. When you know where friction usually shows up, you 
can approach it with patience instead of panic. 
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1. Forms & Email Delivery 

This is one of the most common breaking points for beginners. 

Symptoms: 

● Contact forms don’t send 
● Emails never arrive 
● Messages go to spam 
● “It worked yesterday” 

 

What’s really happening: 

WordPress doesn’t handle email delivery well on its own. This is 
not a failure on your part — it’s a technical reality. 

How to approach it: 

● Expect to configure email properly 
● Don’t assume default settings are enough 

 

Understand that email delivery is infrastructure, not design 
 

Types of tools that help: 

A. SMTP / email delivery plugins 
B. Transactional email services 
C. Proper DNS configuration 

 

Once email is stable, a lot of stress disappears. 

2. Booking & Scheduling Systems 

Booking systems feel simple on the surface, but they are actually 
workflows, not just plugins. 
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Common friction: 

● Too many options 
● Calendar sync issues 
● Time zone confusion 
● Payments + bookings tangled together 

 

How to approach it: 

A. Keep booking requirements simple at first 
B. Separate scheduling from payments if possible 
C. Test as a user, not just as a builder 

 

Types of tools that help: 

● Booking/scheduling plugins 
● Calendar integrations 
● Payment gateways (used carefully) 
● Booking systems are powerful — just don’t rush them. 

3. Payments & E-commerce 

The moment money is involved, friction increases. 

Common issues: 

● Payment gateways failing 
● Taxes and fees confusion 
● Plugin conflicts 
● Overbuilding too early 

 

 

 

 

62 



                                                                       www.askmookey.com                       

How to approach it: 

1. Move slowly when adding payment features 
2. Start with the simplest payment flow possible 
3. Understand the responsibility that comes with handling 

money 
 

Types of tools that help: 

● E-commerce plugins 
● Payment processor integrations 

Checkout-focused tools 
 

When money is involved, clarity beats complexity every time. 

4. Themes & Page Builders Colliding 

Another major frustration point. 

Common problems: 

● Theme does one thing, builder does another 
● Layouts break after updates 
● Too much flexibility creates inconsistency 

 

How to approach it: 

● Choose one primary way of building pages 
● Avoid stacking multiple builders 
● Update carefully and intentionally 

 

Types of tools that help: 

● Page builders 
 

● Theme frameworks 
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● Child themes or layout systems 
 

Structure first. Style later. 

5. Plugin Overload 

This is where many sites quietly fall apart. 

Common mistakes: 

● Installing multiple plugins for the same task 
● Using “all-in-one” plugins that try to do too much inside 

WordPress 
● Never removing unused plugins 

 

How to approach it: 

● One job, one tool 
● Fewer plugins = fewer problems 
● Regularly review what’s installed 

 

Plugins should support your system — not fight each other. 

6. Performance & Speed Issues 

Slow sites discourage beginners fast. 

Common causes: 

● Heavy themes 
● Too many scripts 
● Poor hosting 
● No caching 
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How to approach it: 

● Don’t chase perfect speed scores 
● Focus on stability and consistency 
● Understand that hosting plays a major role 

 

Types of tools that help: 

● Caching plugins 
● Image optimization tools 
● Performance monitoring tools 

 

Speed improves over time — don’t let it stop you early. 

A Note on Support & Infrastructure 

Many WordPress frustrations aren’t caused by WordPress itself — 
they come from unreliable hosting, poor support, or unclear 
infrastructure. 

That’s why I always recommend using platforms and providers that 
reduce friction instead of adding to it. Whether you choose B3 Host 
or another provider, the principle is the same: your learning 
environment should support you, not drain you. 

High-Friction Plugin Checklist (Starter Reference) 

You don’t need all of these at once. This is a reference — not a 
shopping list. 

Typical categories most sites eventually need: 

● Security 
● Backups 
● Email delivery (SMTP) 
● Forms 
● Performance / caching 
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● Image optimization 
● SEO basics 

 

Choose tools that are: 

● Well supported 
● Regularly updated 
● Clear about what problem they solve 

 

 Reminder 

If you hit one of these friction points and feel frustrated, remember 
this: 

You’re not doing it wrong. 

You’re doing real work. 

Every builder you admire has been here. The difference is they 
didn’t stop — they slowed down, learned, and kept going. 

That’s how skills are built. 
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Chapter 7 

What Are You Hustling For? 

Aligning skill, work, and the life you want. 

.  
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By now, something should feel different. 
 
Not because you’ve mastered WordPress — but because you 
understand it better. 
 
One of the biggest shifts that happens when people begin learning 
WordPress seriously is this: they stop seeing it as a confusing pile of 
tools and start seeing it as a system. Themes, plugins, hosting, 
performance, content, and security all work together. You don’t 
need to master every part right away, but you do need awareness of 
how the pieces connect. 
 
Awareness gives you context. 
Context gives you confidence. 
Confidence gives you direction. 
 
You Need Awareness of the Whole System 
 
If you’re switching careers or stepping into something new, 
understanding the full landscape matters. You don’t become 
valuable by knowing one thing in isolation. You become valuable by 
understanding how systems work together. 
 
This awareness helps you ask better questions, avoid dead ends, 
and learn faster when you decide to specialize. 
 
Then Comes Mastery — By Choice 
 
Once you understand the system, the next step is focus. Mastery 
comes from choosing a direction and going deeper with intention. 
 
Many people begin by focusing on: 
• Small business websites   
• Website updates and ongoing support   
• Freelance project work   
• Supporting teams or organizations   
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• Community and nonprofit work   
 
These paths evolve. What matters is choosing one place to start. 
 
Choose a Path That Fits Your Season 
 
Ask yourself: 
• How much time can I realistically commit? 
• Do I prefer structure or flexibility? 
• Do I enjoy working with people or behind the scenes? 
• Do I want repeatable work or occasional projects? 
 
Your answers don’t limit you — they guide you. 
 
Why Focus Accelerates Growth 
 
Focus reduces noise. Fewer tools. Clearer decisions. Faster 
confidence. 
 
Focus doesn’t limit your potential. 
It stabilizes it. 
 
Start Where You Are 
 
You don’t need complex builds to begin. 
You don’t need advanced features to grow. 
You don’t need permission to start. 
 
Simple projects build strong fundamentals. Fundamentals 
compound. 
 
Your First Path Is a Door, Not a Destination 
 
The path you choose now doesn’t lock you in. Skills stack. 
Experience reveals direction. What you start with often leads you to 
where you belong. 
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The goal isn’t to predict the future. 
It’s to take the next intentional step. 

A Final Word 
If you’re reading this and feeling both excited and uneasy, that’s 
normal. 
 
Career shifts, new skills, and new directions come with tension. 
You’re stepping into something unfamiliar, and that takes courage. 
That discomfort doesn’t mean you’re doing it wrong — it means 
you’re doing something that matters. 
 
You now have awareness. You understand the system. You know 
where people get stuck and how to approach learning with 
intention. 
 
The next step isn’t to learn everything at once. 
It’s to start executing with structure. 
 
If you want to go further, the WP Hustle Course exists to help you 
move from understanding into action, step by step. And if you want 
to remove friction while you learn, B3 Host supports the 
infrastructure side of that journey — hosting, domains, and 
systems designed so you can focus on building skill, not fighting 
tools. 
 
You don’t need to take every step today. 
You just need to take the next right one. 
 
This season may feel uncertain — but it’s also full of possibility. 
Skills compound. Confidence grows. Direction becomes clearer with 
each decision. 
 
You’re not late. You’re not behind. You’re building something new. 
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Ready to Go Deeper? 

If you want guided, hands on, step-by-step support learning 
WordPress the right way — with structure, mentorship, and 
real-world context — this is where the journey continues. 

Scan the code below to access the WP Hustle Course and move 
from understanding to execution. 

 

Click the Link or Scan 

www.askmookey.com/wordpress-hustle-course 

 

                   

If you have any questions along the way, don’t overthink it. 
 
Just Ask Mookey. 
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